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“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine ts not mine, but his that 
sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.°—Sr. JoHN vu: 16, 17. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER MARRINER W. MERRILL. 


THE following discourse on “Temple Work” was delivered by Elder 
Marriner W. Merrill at the General Conference of the Church in the 
Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Friday, October 4, 1895. 

I have learned by experience that it is necessary for the congregation 
to be very quiet in order to hear what is said from this stand. I sat in 
the congregation yesterday at the singing contest, and it was with great 
difficulty that I could hear the speakers. Brother George Q. Cannon 
made a short address, and though he has an excellent voice to make 
people hear, it was with difficulty that I heard all he said. Perhaps, how- 
ever, | am accounted a little hard of hearing. 

I have been much edified and instructed in the remarks that have been 
made during the conference thus far. I looked upon the remarks of 
President Snow this morning as being very choice. They were but few, 
but they were to the point, and to me had a great deal of meaning in 
them. He alluded in his closing words to the subject of working for the 
dead. To me this is a very important subject for Latter-day Saints to 
consider. Our Elders go abroad to the different nations of the earth and 
preach the Gospel, and gather up a few people, “one of a city and two of 
a family,” and bring them to Zion. It is on this principle that this con- 
gregation is here. There are people here from the ‘various nations of 
the earth. Some of these have availed themselves of the opportunities 
afforded in laboring in the interest of their dead kindred. But I have 
thought sometimes that this subject was not so seriously considered by 
the Latter-day Saints as it ought to be. Our President, Brother Wilford 
Woodruff, has labored a great many years in the temples; has done more 
work, perhaps, than anybody else in the Church for his kindred and others 
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who have passed away. To me it is a certainty that beyond the veil is a 
reality as much as here, and it is a certainty that our kindred on the other 
side are watching anxiously over our movements in this direction. We 
have in operation four temples in the Church. Some of them have been 
in operation quite a number of years, and al] have had work done in them 
for some time. But we have not done a great deal of work yet compared 
to the amount that we have to do. For your information I might read 
the statistics of the work that has been done in the temples up to the last 
of last year, and you will find that it has not been so extensive as it 
should have been. The Salt Lake Temple has probably been well filled 
since it was opened; but other temples in the Church have been very 
slinily attended, and I believe it bas been a consideration on the part of 
the Presidency of the Church whether it would be wise to keep all the 
temples open during all the year. I do not know that they have con- 
sidered it very seriously, but I have heard remarks of that kind. The 
baptisms that have been performed up to December 31 of last year (1894) 
only amount to 773,737—a little over three quarters of a million. This 
comprises the work in all the temples from the beginning, not including, 
however, the Endowment House. Of course, there was quite an amount 
of work done in the Endowment House; but we have found that a great 
deal of that work has been duplicated, from the fact that people did not 
keep a record of the work themselves, and the records of the Endowment 
House in times past were not available to everybody. 

The Prophet Joseph, to whom the Lord revealed this work in the first 
instance, had great concern about it. He impressed the importance of it 
on the minds of the Saints in the latter part of his ministry among the 
people. I believe it would not be out of place to read an extract or two 
from the sayings of the Prophet Joseph in relation to this subject. He 
felt that the Saints should have interest in it and go to with all their 
might and labor in the interest of their kindred dead, and he talked 
to them frequently about it. In speaking in regard to the Saints be- 
coming saviors upon Mount Zion, the Prophet Joseph said thus to his 
brethren: 3 

But how are they to become saviors on Mount Zion? By building their 
temples, eee: a baptismal fonts, and going forth and receiving all 
the ordinances, baptisms, confirmations, washings, anointings, ordinations, 
and sealing powers upon their heads, in behalf of all their progenitors 
who are dead, and redeem them that they may come forth in the first 
resurrection and be exalted to thrones of glory with them; and herein is 


the chain that binds the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
children to the fathers, which fulfils the mission of Elijah. 


He further says: 


The saints have not too much time to save and redeem their dead, and 
gather together their living relatives, that they may be saved also, before 
the — will be smitten, and the consumption decreed falls upon the 
world: 


And again: 


The greatest responsibility in this world that God has laid upon us is to 
seek after our dead. 
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The Apostles say that they without us cannot be made perfect. It is 
necessary that the sealing power should be in our hands, to seal our 
children and our dead. 


_ These sayings are just as true as the sayings of President Woodruff on 

this subject. The Lord recognizes in His servants the right and the 
authority to advise and counsel the Saints in these matters. We quote 
from Peter, and we quote from James, and John, and other prophets, and 
we have the same right to quote from the Prophet Joseph, or from the 
Prophet Brigham, or from the Prophet Wilford. In fact, to me the living 
oracles of the Church are more important, if we should make any differ- 
ence at all, than the written word. It is a good thing to have the Bible, 
the Book of Mormon, and the book of Doctrine and Covenants; but it is 
a little better in my mind to have the living oracles of God in our midst. 
The Lord deals with His people according to circumstances and conditions. 
He reveals to them from time to time His mind and will. We never have 
had the promise of having everything at once. But we have the promise 
of having line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little and there a 
little. Hence the importance of these living oracles of the Church, who 
are in harmony and fellowship with the heavens. These servants of God 
have had the spirit of Joseph in continuing the work that was commenced 
by the Prophet in the erection of temples, and millions of dollars have 
been spent by the Latter-day Saints in the building of temples, and I 
suppose some few non-Mormons have contributed also for this purpose. 
There is an object in all this, and the Latter-day Saints should consider 
the purposes for which the temples of the Lord are erected. We cannot 
get along without them now, we have had too much experience. If we 
had not built those temples, the Lord might have rejected us. The Saints 
in all parts of the land should consider seriously these matters. You want 
your children sealed to you; you want your wives sealed to you, and wives 
want their husbands; you want your folks that have gone beyond the veil 
officiated for. We have only just commenced this work. We have not 
baptized a million yet out of the hundreds of millions that have lived and 
died. Itis asubject that we ought to be awakened to. You and I will 
die after a little while; we do not know how long. I do not know that I 
will ever have the privilege of standing here again. I may, and I may 
not. It is the same in your case. You know not, unless God has revealed 
it to you, that these times and opportunities will be lengthened out to you 
to officiate for your kindred; and you are going to meet them some day, 
which may not be far distant, on the other side, and perhaps they will ask 
you what you have done for them. Have you done anything for them? 
A great many people in the Church have not done anything yet. Onlya 
comparatively few people in the Church have seemed to have much inter- 
est in this work; and I will venture to say here that there are plenty of 
people that have contributed liberally towards building the temples and 
they have not entered into them yet. I find people of this kind almost 
every day. They say they have helped to build the temple, but they have 
not had time yet to go in and officiate. “But I must take time,” is what 
they will exclaim. 
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Brethren and sisters, to me this is important. It is important to you 
also. It is a responsibility that the Lord has placed upon us, and His 
servants have carried out His designs in relation to these things. The 
opportunities are placed within our reach wherein the hearts of the fathers 
may be turned to the children, and the hearts of the children to the 
fathers, in fulfilment of the words of the Lord. I thought I would treat 
for the few moments allotted to me on this particular point, because I have 
interest and have labored now for some time in this direction, and realize 
the importance of the work. The Presidency of the Church hold the keys 
to this work. They direct its affairs; and as I said to you, perhaps the 
Lord has not revealed everything tothem yet, but He will reveal line upon 
line, as He did to the Prophet over a year ago the propriety of extending 
the sealing ordinance farther than we had previously done. Of course, 
that added a little more work to the temples. So other things may be 
revealed by and by. But suffice it to say, we have a great many things 
revealed that we have not done anything about yet. A great many of us 
have not yet baptized for our kindred and friends, and they are numerous 
on the other side of the veil. We have more relatives and friends on the 
other side than we have here, and when we go there we will meet them. 
Some people spend their time and their means to search out the gene- 
alogies of their fathers, and some are waiting for the genealogies to come 
to them. The counsel that I have given to the Saints in this regard is 
this: do for those that you have. Some will say, “I am waiting till I get 
a few more names before I go to the temple.” But do not wait for that. 
Go and officiate for those you have, and then in humility seek the Lord 
that the way may be opened for you to obtain more records. The Lord is 
moving upon quite a number of people in the world to write records and 
genealogies—more so at present than ever before. People are searching 
after these things, and perhaps they know not why; but the Lord is moving 
in this direction, and a great many people can obtain their records through 
this channel, if they will manifest an interest in it. Of course, it takes a 
little time and perhaps a little means to accomplish this. But we are here 
to do this work. The Lord requires it at our hands, and it is important 
that we should give it consideration, and not let our lifetime pass away 
without availing ourselves of the opportunities that are presented to us. 
It is said that everybody cannot get a recommend to go to the Temple. 
If there are any that cannot get a recommend, they are in fault themselves, 
perhaps, and I would advise all the Saints to straighten then.selves up, 
humble themselves before the Lord, repent and turn unto the Lord, and 
accomplish this work that is required at our hands. Your kindred are 
looking anxiously to you todo this. Let not the day of the opportunity 
pass by; but seek with all diligence to accomplish what you can in your 
lifetime in the interest of your kindred. Our time is only short here; just 
a few years and we have got through. We hear of people that, have lived 
seemingly quite a long time amongst us; but it is really only a few days 
and they pass away. So it will be in our case. In a hundred years from 
now perhaps there will not be one of us here, but we will be numbered 
among those that were. Therefore, avail yourselves, my brethren and 
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sisters, one and all, of the opportunities of officiatng for your kindred in 
the house of the Lord. God bless you. Amen. 


NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE. 


THE Newcastle Conference convened in Temperance Lodge Room, No. 24 
Tennant Street, Stockton-on-Tees, on Sunday November 17, 1895. There 
were present: Anthon H. Lund, President of the European Mission; J. W. 
Ford, President of, and Robert Blain, T. A. Howard, Wheatley Gibson, Z. 
T. Derrick, William A. Thayn, D. C. Stephenson, C. D. Smith, J. E. Thur- 
good, and Almon D. Robison, Traveling Elders in, the Newcastle Confer- 
ence. 

The meetings were fairly well attended and the Gospel themes were well 
elucidated by the Elders. In the evening meeting President Lund held 
the attention of the audience while discoursing on the evidences of Joseph 
Smith’s being a true prophet. 

In the afternon meeting, after the sacrament had been administered, the 
general authorities of the Church and of the European Mission, and the 
President and Traveling Elders of the Newcastle Conference were pre- 
sented and unanimously sustained. 

The statistical report and the report of the labors of the Elders for the 
six months ending November 15, 1895, were read as follows: Seventies 8; 
Elders 27; Priests 9; Teachers 9; Deacons 3; members 204; total officers 
and members 260. Tracts distributed 28,280; houses visited 735; Gospel 
conversations 757; books sold 34% books given away 30; books loaned 115; 
general meetings 148; cottage meetings 57; open air meetings 14; Bible 
classes 22; Sabbath School sessions 28. Baptisms 21; confirmations 21; 
administrations 156; children blessed 13; deaths 6. 

A Priesthood meeting was held on Monday morning at which the Elders 
gave general reports concerning their ministerial labors for the past six 
months, a good spirit prevailed and much valuable instruction was given. 
Rosert Buarn, Clerk of Conference. 


SAYINGS AND WRITINGS OF PRESIDENT WOODRUFF. 


SENTIMENTS PRESENTED AT THE YOUNG LaDIEs’ RE-UNION IN THE FOURTEENTH 
Warp, LAKE Ciry. 

1. “Josern SmirH left as strong a testimony as was ever given to the 
human family, and sealed that testimony with his own life and blood.” 

2. “We are laying a foundation while in the days of our youth for a 
character which will decide our destiny throughout all time and eternity, 
either for good or evil.” 

3. “All the prophets both ancient and modern, together with all the 
holy angels, are anxiously watching this work.” 

4. “Weall have our agency to choose the good and refuse the evil, or 
to choose the evil and refuse the good, for the Lord forces no man to 
heaven, neither does He tempt any man to do evil.” 
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5. “A man cannot leave this Church without the power of God leaves 
him. It has been the power of the Priesthood that has made men great, 
and no man can handle this Priesthood only as God wills.” 

6. “In my opinion the character of a person is formed between child- 
hood and the age of eighteen.” 

7. “As I have received the good and evil, the fruits of obedience and 
of disobedience, I think I am justified in exhorting all my young friends to 
obey the whisperings of the Spirit of God and they will always be safe.” 

8. “Whenever you are blessed with any good thing, be willing to share 
it with others. 

9. “I am living on borrowed time, and I know not how long I shall 
be permitted to remain here, but 1 wish to bear my testimony to you that 
this work is true.” 

10. “It is better for us to fall in the defence of truth than to deny the 
words of God and go to hell.” a 

11. “I would rather seal my testimony with my blood and lay my body 
to rest in the grave and have my spirit go to the other side of the veil to 
enjoy a long eternity of light, truth, blessing, and a knowledge that the 
Lord will bestow upon every man who keeps His laws, than to spend a 
few short years of earthly pleasures and be deprived of these blessings 
and the society of my friends and brethren behind the veil.” 

12. “You will lose nothing by honoring your fathers and redeeming 
your dead, for it is a glorious work.” 

13. “We will soon pass to the other side of the veil, but let us do our 
duty while we are here.” 

14. “The Spirit of God labors and strives to preserve all the children of 
men from evil, and the Lord gives His angels charge concerning us, and 
they do all in their power for our salvation.” 

15. In the testimony of a lifetime addressed to the Y. M. M. I. A. he 
said: “I have confidence in you to believe that you will qualify yourselves 
for the great duty and work that lie before you.” After to-night may he 
feel the same confidence in the young ladies. _ 

16. “This work depends on no man or set of men; God can and will 
fill any man’s place who proves himself unworthy, and He will permit no 
man to lead this people astray.” 

17. “The spirit of revelation belongs to the Priesthood.” 

18. “We are blessed with power and authority to redeem both the 
living and the dead.” 

19. “The Lord is determined to raise up a people that will worship 
Him, and if He has to whip and scourge and drive us through a whole 
generation, He will chastise us until we are willing to submit to righteous- 
ness and truth, or until we are like clay in the hands of the potter.” 

20. “I would exhort my young friends not to cherish selfishness, but if 
you have any, get rid of it as soon as possible. Be generous and kind- 
hearted to all, especially to your parents.” 

21. “It is better to suffer stripes for the testimony of Christ than to 
fall by our sins and transgressions and then have to suffer afterwards.” 

22. “I have been a member of the Church over sixty years, one of the 
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Apostles fifty-five years, and the President for a short time, and I ha 
never performed any ordinance without the assistance of the Holy Ghost.” 

23. “The time is here when the veil shall be lifted, and the hearts jof 
the young men and women shall be turned to the work of the Lord.” 

24. “This Gospel has caused prophets, elders, and saints to rejoice. It 
has nerved up their spirits with fortitude and strength, and borne them 
up against every opposing influence; this has been the case in every dis- 
pensation when this light and power have been enjoyed by the children 
of men.” 

25. “I knew the Prophet Joseph both in public and in private, have 
worshiped with him, and run horse races with him over the public square, 
and in every duty of life he was a man to be loved and revered.—The 
Contributor. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The United States Congress met at Washington on December 2. The House of Rep- 
resentatives organized by electing Thomas B. Reed speaker of that body. He has held 
the same position once before. President Cleveland’s message was presented on the after- 
noon of the 3. It is said to be unusually long, most of it is in relation to the financial 
question. The Venezuelan dispute, the Cuban revolution, and the Turkish situation form 
topics upon which the message treats. 


The comparative statement of pauperism in September last shows that in the Lanca- 
shire and Cheshire districts, the Yorkshire division, and the North Midlands, the three 
areas in which the principal manufactures are carried on, there were no fewer than 
192,046 paupers on Michaelmas Day, as against 185,743 in the corresponding period of the 
previous year, or an increase of 6,306, and an increase of over 20,000 as compared with the 
year 1892. Taking the divisions of Lancashire and Cheshire alone, there was in the first 
week of the month an increase of 3,468 over 1894, in the second week an increase of 3,292 
the third week an increase of 3,219, and in the fourth week an increase of 3254. With 
the exception of the third and fourth weeks, when the Metropolitan district came out 
highest, the counties of Lancashire and Cheshire were called upon to relieve more paupers 
than any other counties in England and Wales. 


The Journal of the Ministry of Justice published in an Appendix the proposed Russian 
New Criminal Law, which has been drawn up by the Revision Committee. Chapter XII, 
has the following two Articles:— ‘* Article 209.—Any person guilty of having allowed a 
Jewish public or communal prayer meeting to be held in his house or in a building 
belonging to him, without the license of the Authorities, is liable to a penalty not ex- 
ceeding 300 roubles.” ‘“‘ Article 210.—Any person guilty of making any private building 
into, or of erecting a Mahommedan Mosque or a Jewish Synagogue, or Prayer House— 
without the necessary permission from the Authorities, or at a smaller distance from a 
Christian Church than is allowed by the Law—is liable to arrest for a period not exceeding 
three months, or to a fine not exceeding 300 roubles.” The first-mentioned Article is 
reproduced from the Decision of the Council of the Empire of June 18, 1894—sanctioned 
by the Emperor—on the subject of allowing Jewish public worship in places other than 
those specially licensed for the purpose. Article 210, however, alters considerably Article 
1,074 of the present Penal Code. The latter specifies a fine not exceeding 200 roubles for 
the followin, : (a) Erecting Jewish Synagogues and Prayer Houses without the necessary 
permission; (6) Erecting the same in places not specially licensed for the purpose. 
Article 210 of the Revision increases the fine for this offence to 300 roubles, and, at the 
same time, introduces another punishment of three months’ arrest. 


| 
| 
| 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1895. 


LEGITIMATE CRITICISM. 
“A PROPHET is not without honor, save in his own country, and in his own 
house.” Matt. xiii: 57. 

St. Luke, in the fourth chapter of his Gospel, relates how Christ went 
into the synagogue at Nazareth, and after reading a prophecy of Isaiah’s 
regarding Himself, He spoke in such a manner that his countrymen might 
readily infer His meaning. While they could not dispute that His words 
were unusual in that they were powerful and gracious, yet they were 
greatly offended with Him, and led Him to the brow of a hill in the neigh- 
borhood of the city, where they threatened to destroy Him, and perhaps 
would have done so, but that He passed through their midst and left 
them. They felt that He who had been raised among them had no right 
to come into their midst and make such great claims concerning Himself, 
seeing that He was only the son of a humble man. 

His experience on this and other occasions when He taught contrary to 
the generally accepted belief, though always sustained by the truth and 
the Scriptures, was that he met opposition at the hands of those who 
felt that long established custom must be right, and therefore He n.ust be 
wrong; it was similar to what every prophet of God has had to meet, 
except, perhaps, that the opposition was greater to Him than to any other, 
because He made greater claims than they did: not only were the greater 
claims made, but they were true, and this was what angered the adversary, 
so that he stirred the Jews up to try to destroy Him before He had finished 
His work. Benefactors of the human race have to a certain extent had 
similar experiences; mankind has implanted within it the tendency to 
travel in that direction to which it has become accustomed, even for a 
length of time after a better way has been pointed out, and great mis- 
chief results from a persistency in adhering to erroneous customs when 
they are shown to be wrong. 

There is another great peculiarity implanted within the human breast, 
and that is, when a community becomes wicked and corrupt, its members 
dislike to be told of their own particular sins. It seems to hurt their 
feelings much less to accuse them falsely of other kinds of wickedness 
than to tell of those things of which they are guilty. All mankind 
evidently desire to be at least considered good, hence the persecution 
that is heaped upon those who fearlessly declare that there is a need of 
repentance, and who prophesy in the name of the Lord that He will visit 
the people in anger if they do not reform. 
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The cry against the prophets in nearly all ages has been that they had 
no right to disturb the people; that it would be better to let them alone 
in their iniquities and leave them to suffer the consequences. Were it not 
a fact that God has something to do with the earth and with the welfare 
of the souls of men, there might be grounds for such an excuse; but He has 
never surrendered the claims that rightly belong to Him as the Creator 
of the universe and though men may think that He takes but little notice 
of events on the earth, they are very much mistaken in this, for He notices 
even the falling of a hair from the head. Having such great solicitude for 
the welfare of His children, is it any wonder that He desires them to be 
warned of their transgressions, that they may understand the danger they 
are in, and know how to escape from it? 

God has a perfect right to tell people of their unrighteousness; He has 
the further right to choose men and authorize them todo this for Him. 
Should he desire to call and commission a man to bea prophet, in any age, 
it is absurd to say that men can accept or reject that prophet and escape 
the consequences. A wicked generation ought to be called to repentance, 
whether it lived in Noah’s day, in Christ’s time, is at present upon the 
earth, or will live a thousand years hence. 

Examples might be taken from the life of nearly every one whom God 
has called as a mouthpiece to the nations, fron: the beginning until now, 
and it would be found that with a very few exceptions all had been re- 
jected by those to whom they were specially sent. They have denied their 
need of repentance, and have said that even if this were the case, it was 
not the province of this prophet to tell them of it, as they had their own 
teachers who should know how tocorrect them. It has always been the 
case, however, that these would-be teachers were as wicked as the people 
among whom they lived, and were therefore desirous of popularity, which 
they could not obtain but by tickling the ears of the listeners. The 
most of the scribes and Pharisaic teachers were of this class when Christ 
appeared among them. His teachings were so different from what they 
taught, that all the people were stirred into action—some in favor of and 
some against Him. | 

In all His public ministry He never made an accusation that was not 
true, and never had any other object in view than the correction of evil 
doing. He was not a grumbler, for though He was ready to condemn evil 
wherever it appeared, He was just as ready to give credit for good where 
He saw it. As one sent from God, it was His duty to preach repentance 
and the kingdom of heaven, no matter how strongly attached the people 
might be to the dead forms of their corrupted religion. He had no more 
respect for error because it might be several centuries old than He did for 
that which appeared before Him for the first time; it all came under His 
condemnation. It would have pleased Him greatly had all the Jews re- 
placed their false doctrines by the pure principles of His Gospel; but when 
they refused to do this, the only course He could pursue was to warn them 
of their real situation. His criticism was both legitimate and just. 

There is need of a reformation and repentance in the world to-day. 
This has been preached by the Prophets, Apostles, and Elders of the 
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Latter-day Saints. Mankind has fallen into error, although professing to 
be following Christ, and God has sent His servants to preach repentance 
and remission of sins in all nations. Their reception has been no excep- 
tion to the rule long ago established. Their criticism of the wickedness of 
the world has been true and just, not for the purpose of aggravating men 
with a recollection of their sins, but that the way for escape might be 
pointed out. Their message is true; they have been sent of God, and as 
such their testimony is sanctioned by Him. Their claims are very great, 
but being true this makes their message all the more important to this 
generation. B. 


THE tendency to disregard Sunday as a holy day, and to look upon it as 
a day for pleasure and recreation, is unhappily growing. One plea after 
another is made as an excuse for neglecting those duties that naturally 
belong to the Sabbath, and substituting for them things entirely foreign 
to the idea of reverence and worship. On this question the CAristian 
Commonwealth says: “The agitation for opening picture galleries, mu- 
seums, and many kindred places goes on persistently enough to secure 
some result in process of timie. Nothing could have been a greater failure 
than Museum Sunday. We want to ask why there is always so much talk 
about opening the museums, and never any about the Sunday closing of 
the gin palaces? The Progressives are asleep as to the most momentous 
of the social issues of our time. Nothing seems to rouse them. Does any 
sane man really think that the opening of artistic exhibitions will do much 
to make Sunday a day of rational enjoyment as long as the drinkseller is 
allowed to ply his competitive avocation? The Broad Church ministers, 
both Church and Dissenting, are doing their duty upside down by fanning 
the feeble desire for the Continental Sunday, while seldom troubling to 
say a word about the Bacchanalian Sunday in which millions of Britons 
revel.” It is to be regretted that this movement has taken such rapid 
strides of late. While there may be no harm in admiring a beautiful pic- 
ture or listening to a piece of music on Sunday, provided the result would 
reach no further, yet in a majority of cases people who become accustomed 
to visiting places for these purposes will gradually be drawn away from 
those places where proper worship is observed. A looseness in the obser- 
vance of Sunday as the Sabbath will almost invariably bring with it a 
disregard for some of the other commandments, and the result is a lowering 
of the moral standing generally. 


ArRIVALS.—The following named Elders arrived in Liverpool per Ameri- 
can Line steamer Waesland on December 4: For the British Mission— 
Abraham M. Wilde of Provo; Hyrum M. Smith, and William N. Davis of 
Salt Lake City ; Peter Le Cheminant of Pleasant Green; James E. Taylor of 
Levan; William C. Betteridge of Grouse Creek, Box Elder County ; George 
Foster of Whitney, Idaho: For the Scandinavian Mission—Frederick 
Danielson of Fairview; Carl W. Erickson of Springville; John D. Amund- 
son of South Cottonwood; Emanuel F Lemberg of Union Ward. All well 


APPOINTMENTS.—Elder Abraham M. Wilde has been appointed to labor 
as Traveling Elder in the Manchester Conference. 
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Elders Hyrum M. Smith and William N. Davis have been appointed to 
labor as Traveling Elders in the Leeds Conference. 

Elders Peter Le Cheminant and William C. Betteridge have been ap- 
pointed to labor as Traveling Elders in the Cheltenham Conference. 

Elder James E. Taylor has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Liverpool Conference. 

Elder George Foster has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Norwich Conference. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


G. Spencer, writing November 4, 1895, from Marion, 
Illinois, U.S.A., to the Deseret News, says: 

1 take pleasure in enclosing the following which is a clipping from the 
the leading paper of this neat little town of Marion, edited by Mr. Cope- 
land, as it is so manifestly courteous and fair in its spirit towards us: — 


We learn from Elder Samuel G. Spencer, President of the Indiana Con- 
ference, of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, who has now, 
in connection with Elder William C. Humphreys, made headquarters in 
Marion, that they will in the near future give a friendly call to each of 
our residents, leaving a tract containing a brief explanation of their belief 
in God, Jesus, and the Bible, which no doubt will be eagerly perused, as 
every one is anxious to know what other people believe. The Elder em- 


oy affirms that he is not in our presence for the purpose of holding. 


ebates and discussions to cause confusion. We are satisfied that the 
Elders will be treated kindly here. Strangers are always so received in 
this community. 

Since the above has been published, I have had the pleasure of present- 
ing Editor Copeland with a copy of the Book of Mormon, also a Voice of 
Warning, which he was very much pleased to receive, and extended his 
acknowledgments and thanks through the columns of his spicy paper. 
This gentleman, as well as several others who are prominent in the town, 
I offered tracts when I first came, October 1, which they gladly accepted, 
and in a recent conversation with Mr. Copeland he frankly acknowledged 
that he had been prejudiced; “but,” he remarked, “since reading those 
tracts, and the prophecy of Joseph Smith, on war, I now feel interested, 
and must say that if you do not get any converts in this town, you will 
allay much prejudice.” He further stated that if he could do us any good 
by printing notices, etc., etc., he would do so gratis. 

I refer to these instances for the reason that I believe many of our Elders 
fail to call on the editors and leading men of the towns where they labor, 
and being ignorant of our true belief and practices, (as Editor Copeland 
says,) they talk and print many things intentionally good, but are most 
erroneously bad before they really had an opportunity to know what we 
do teach. With my little experience, 1 would humbly suggest that Elders 
will find it to their advantage to introduce themselves and their reading 
matter to those prominent in society when they first have the opportunity, 
instead of avoiding them. 

I have been in the field for ten months, and in justice to the people of 
Illinois, I beg to acknowledge that I have received kindness upon kind- 


| 
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ness, nothing but kindness. I have been invited to preach in their 
churches, so many invitations have come verbally and by letter, that it 
has been impossible for me to fill all the calls, although, I have held as 
many as thirty meetings in one month, (traveling about mostly on foot to 
do it). This is another evidence that knowledge and freedom will cover 
the earth. I have visited over 600 families, who were all strangers, with 
eight or ten exceptions, and have never lacked for one meal, (when I 
wished it,) or a place to stay, although I have never asked for a meal nor 
a bed. Is not that a pretty good recommend for the people of Llinois? 

I often think of the prediction of the Prophet Wilford, which I had the 
pleasure of hearing him predict at the dedicatory services of the Salt Lake 
Temple, that from that very hour the devil would cease to prevail over us 
as he has in the past. How literally this has been fulfilled to the present. 
Most any man could predict it, but God alone can move the hearts of men. 
Not only are the people Jaying aside their prejudices and dime novels 
about us, but they are laying aside their traditionsand are saying, “Surely 
our fathers have inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no 
profit,” and they are beginning to worship the God that made the heavens 
and the earth. j 

I had the pleasure of assisting and baptizing 23 of this humble, penitent 
class already, and many more are about to enter the strait gate. 

This summer has been anything but a healthy one, and, as the Prophets 
have said, when these sicknesses should come the Saints should not escape; 
even so the Elders have not escaped. I have had my share among 
the rest, having been afflicted for five weeks with typhoid malaria, but I 
acknowledge the hand of the Lord in my recovery. I also desire to keep 
in thankful memory the family who volunteered to tend me during my 
sickness, James G. Grimis. They could not have been more kind had I 
been their own son. 

A sad accident occurred at Brother James Froggis’s on Saturday after- 
noon. A bottle of carbolic acid had been left where their only boy, four 
and a half years of age, could reach it, and he drank from it, thinking it 
was cough medicine. We immediately administered consecrated oil freely. | 
We united our faith with our prayers and claimed the promise of Jesus to 
the believers, with the result that we now give Him the praise for the 
recovery of the child—as the doctor said that it was a rare thing for a 
person to recover who had swallowed this acid. 

Ever praying for the welfare of Zion and the spread of light and know- 
ledge, that the gross darkness that has so long blinded the eyes of man- 
kind may be forced to flee from the earth, that Jesus may come and reign 
a thousand years, [ remain, your co-laborer in the Gospel. 


AUTHORITY, ANALOGICALLY CONSIDERED. 


“THE PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL ARE THE ESSENCE OF THE Laws oF Gop.” 


WHEN one contemplates the grandeur and sublimity that everywhere 
pervades the universe as far as we in our state of finitude can perceive 
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the Infinite; when one surveys the manifold, the countless beauties so 


invitingly spread over the entire face of nature, he is forced irresistibly 
to the conclusion that unless it takes more mental faculty to construe a 
universe than to cause it, to read the book of nature than to write it, we 
must more than ever look upon its solemn face as the living appeal of 
thought to thought, the medium through which the Eye of the Infinite 
Reason gazes into ours, and invites our souls to meet Him on the way. 
The Cosmos tracks all have the same termini, and whoever muses upon 
them muses from mind to mind; “God thinking out His eternal thoughts” 
on lines that descend to us, from cause to law, from law to fact, from fact 
to sense; and on the other hand, we counting our weary way back with 
laboring steps from what we feel to what we see, and from that which is 
to that which must be, until finally we arrive in the Elysian fields where 
all niinds may live on the same aliment of the ever good and ever true, 
which in their “primeval childhood” constituted their only food, a thought 
beautifully expressed in that most beautiful of hymns, “O my Father”: 


**‘O my Father, thou that dwellest 
In the high and glorious place! 
When shall I regain thy presence, 
And again behold thy face? 

In thy holy habitation, 

Did my spirit once reside: 

In my first primeval childhood, 
Was I nurtured near thy side.” 


Whether in the movements of reason He descend to us or we ascend to. 


Him, it is by the path of law which stretches across the spaces of the 
world and which in one direction is the highway of our Heavenly Father, 
and in the other is the “strait and narrow path” that will lead us back 
to His presence. 

We are ever impressed with the consciousness that this world is a “realm 
of law.” 

The same simple physical geometry which interprets the path of the pro- 
jectile, the phases of Venus, and the sweep of the comet, is available in 
the most distant heavens to which the telescope can pierce. The very 
light that reaches us from the inconceivable remoteness of space is a fila- 
ment that binds into one vast system the extremes of the visible universe, 
for when it reaches the telescope it is reflected by the same law which 
reflects the beams of this morning’s sun, the prism breaks it into the same 
lines and bends them in the same degree. So confident do we feel that 
there is not one truth here and another there, that no sooner does a 
luminous ray out of the sky reproduce in its spectrum the same adjust- 
ment of lines which our incandescent chemicals have been made to paint 
upon the screen, than we pronounce at once with unerring exactitude, 
upon the materials supplying the stellar and solar light. 

The water in its unceasing cycle from sea to cloud, from cloud to rain, 
from rain to stream, from stream to sea again; the foliage that drops in 
autumn and is re-born in spring; the flower that throws its stamens open 
to embrace the glorious sunlight and folds them up from the chills of 
night; the curving light that shows us the sun before he has risen and 
after he has set; the ocean current that cools the tropic seas and warms 


— 


| 

| 

| 

| 


782 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


the higher latitudes—all thes¢ in common with every other physical 
phenomenon, constitute an order which they do not sense, and in obedience 
to law they are wisely used by a Power of whose existence they are not 
cognizant. 

The moth which deposits its eggs in the only plant that will feed the 
future caterpillar, or stores around them the kind of nutriment which its 
Jarvae require; the salmon which punctually ascends the stream and 
intrusts its progeny to the fresh waters in which itself was born: the bird 
that hides its nest on the ground or hangs it from the bough and which 
gets ready for its time of danger; the mother ostriches that club together 
to put all the eggs of yesterday into one nest under the charge of a male 
bird, and all those of to-morrow into another; the constructive beaver, 
the civic ant, the co-operative bee—all are engaged in building upa well 
balanced organic system and obey laws beyond their ken. Unlike the 
physical phenomena, however, above referred to, their conscious life is 
drawn into it. They serve it with their feelings, they advance it with 
their strength, and they are unconsciously the executants of purposes in 
the form of immutable law to which they are blind. 

This form of law does not cease with the tribes below us; it rises into 
our nature and occupies in it all the functions which our life has in com- 
mon with theirs. Them it sways, but does not consult, man it takes into 
complete partnership and treats as a confidant. Its force was on the 
planet; its feeling in the animal; its thought isin man. And so Kepler 
in contemplating the glories of these things in a burst of fervor exclaimed: 
“QO God! I but think thy thoughts after thee!” 

Passing thus from physical to ideal and asking, not the obedience of 
matter but the assent of mind, a trust of power is left with each individual 
soul adequate to execute its own idea. And so man becomes “a law unto 
himself,” not that he makes the law or can repeal it, but that he has 
within himself the conscious resource for recognizing the law and for 
obeying it, and may consciously and freely co-operate with that appointed 
order by which other natures are swept along without their leave or 
choice. 

In the course of history there have - two agencies ever at work 
assisting or impeding the progression of the human soul, viz., the perfec- 
tion of God and the imperfection of man. The present age in which we 
live is the result of both. Weare environed with a sublimer nature, the 
Cosmos to us is grander, we are conscious of a more sacred humanity than 
was opened to our forefathers. 

The great question for us to consider, is, then, how shall we separate the 
divine from the indivine—the perfection from the imperfection? What 
sacred authority shall stand for us in the field of thought and divide 
between the truth and the error—the living and the dead} 

Three claims are preferred in this connection—one by Catholics on behalf 
of the “Church;” one by Protestants on behalf of “the Bible;” the third 
by the Latter-day Saints on behalf of God Himself. 

The two former differ only in attributing this authority to a corporation 

n one case, to a literature in the other, whilst in the last the claim is made 
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that there is an ever progressive continuity of law from the physical to 
the spiritual and that God Himself being like the laws which He adminis- 
ters is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever. 

Let us examine these claims specifically and individually, and as the 
Catholics claim priority on account of the supposed “oldness” of their 
church let us take it first. 

If a Catholic is asked “How are you to know which is the true church?” 
he will immediately answer there are four divine marks which make any 
mistake of the true Church of God impossible, viz., (1) its Unity or iden- 
tity at all times; (2) its Sanctity as being of God and the abode of holy 
men; (3) its Universality or sameness of doctrine and belief, and (4) its 
Apostolicity or exact reproduction of the Church in its first or Apostolic 


age. G. F. P. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) | 
The University of Utah announces this winter a course of free public lectures similar 
to that given last year, which was su highly appreciated. 
Wolves have become very bold around Clarkston, Cache County, several chicken coops 
having been visited by them of late and some of the fowls carried off. 


Surveying has been commenced in Sevier County by employés of the R. G. W. Rail- 
way, and it is expected that an extention of that line some distance to the south will be 
commenced early in the spring. 

The Beaver Woolen Mills report a very successful run this year. They have been 
steadily in operation since April. Forty hands have been employed and the quality of 
goods turned out has been better than usual. 

Rather an unique case of theft was perpetrated on the property of a Mr. Davy of 
Beaver not long since. He had built a log house on a piece of land near the city, and 
during his absence from it, some person went and carried the whole building away. 


The Utah Commission has appointed Hadley D. Johnson, Charles M. Smith, Horace 
G. Whitney, John T. Lynch, and Joseph Lippman, as a canvassing board to count the 
votes at the recent election. Until the work is completed there will be several people in 
doubt as to whether they are elected or not. 


Experiments have proved that the guano deposits on the islands in Great Salt Lake are 
very valuable. Some of the fertilizer was sent to a man in Lehi: he cultivated his whole 
garden with equal care, but used the guano quite freely on alternate parallel rows of 
onions, and the difference in the size of the vegetables makes thein appear as two different 
varieties. 

The Latter-day Saints’ College at Salt Lake City held exercises in honor of the anni- 
versary of its opening day on November 15, when it began the tenth year of its existence. 
The exercises consisted mainly of singing and speaking relative to the organization and 
progress of the institution. A brief historical sketch was given, as also an outline of the 
future, and the aims which it bopes to reach before many years. 


Elder Theodore Peterson of Logan, who returned from a mission to Scandinavia, died 
at his home on November 15. He had been ailing since April, but did not desire to go 
home until his mission was filled. It was thought that the change of climate would 
speedily restore him, but it seemed to have no beneficial effect. He gained the love of all 
those among whom he labored while away from home, and was highly respected by the 
cmmunity in which he dwelt. It is supposed that consumption was the cause of his death. 
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